A Community Newsletter for Brookside Colony Residents
March 2013

Senior Pride
Graduation is coming
up soon and we would
like to honor those
students who will be
graduating from High
School or College this year by listing their
names on a banner that will be displayed at
the entrance. Please contact Cheri Oster
(by phone: 761-9726 or e-mail:
coster@columbus.rr.com) by Sunday,
May 12th with the name of your graduate.
If you would like to include your
graduate in the June issue of the Brookside
Beacon, please contact Debbie Knight by
e-mail at brooksidebeacon@hotmail.com.
Additional information such as the school
from which the student will be graduating,
any honors or scholarships awarded, any
future plans such as the college he/she will
be attending, what major will be pursued,
etc. is also welcomed and encouraged.

The BSCCA Fee
Assessment is Due
The $50 BSCCA Fee
Assessment is due on or
before March 15, 2013.
See pages 2 & 3 for details

Be sure to update
your Information
for the
New Directory!
2013 Brookside Colony Directory will be made
and distributed this year. Be sure to fill out the
information requested on the last page of this
newsletter so your contact information will be
correct in the new directory. Return the sheet
to Donna Nick or Kathy Pease by May 1st.

Welcome, New Neighbors!
Christopher LeVette
(2212 Sunleaf Court)
Matthew & Maureen Elizabeth Perdue
(2287 Palmleaf Court)

So, what is the purpose of this fee
assessment? This fee is used to maintain,
landscape, and light the Brookside Colony
entrance walls (located at Snouffer Road and
Mapleleaf Boulevard)—all serving to make our
neighborhood a more attractive place to live.
This fee also covers Directory printing costs,
website fees, and membership fees for
representation in other neighborhood
associations. This past year, your fees helped
pay for much-needed irrigation for the
landscaping at the front entrance. For a
complete list, please consult the back of your
Brookside Colony Civic Association Directory
and Handbook or visit the BSCCA website at
www.brooksidecolony.com.
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The Brookside “Community Chest”
It’s time again for the Annual Fee Assessments to be collected.
The $50 fee assessment is due on or before March 15, 2013
with a 10-day grace period which ends March 25th.
Each district has an assigned trustee (or trustees) given the task of
collecting these assessments (please see the map on page 3 to identify
your assigned trustee). A Trustee will let you know when they will
personally collect your assessment fee. Many of the trustees will have
envelopes posted on their doors to facilitate this collection process.
To make this process easier for all, please have your check ready, made out to “BSCCA” in the
amount of $50. In addition, your check can be post-dated for March 25th.
Anyone who needs to make special arrangements to have their assessment fees picked up
can contact their trustee directly (see page 3)
After March 15th and during the grace period ending March 25th, a resident must take their
payment directly to the BSCCA Treasurer, Bruce Carpenter (2315 Litltleleaf Lane).
If payment is not made by midnight March 25th, an interest penalty of 18% ($9) and a $75 late
fee will be due in addition to the $50 Assessment Fee. This amount totals to $134 owed to the
BSCCA.
On March 30, 2013 information on any unpaid assessments will be sent to the BSCCA
Attorney. Please refer to Article V of your covenants and restrictions located in the back of your
directory for more information on additional charges and consequences. If you do not have a
directory, please refer to the BSCCA website at www.brooksidecolony.com for this information.

Key Fee Assessment Dates
Through March 15, 2013

$50 Fee Assessment is due.
Trustees will collect this from each resident
in their district

March 15 – March 25, 2013

10-day grace period
Unpaid Fee Assessment payments must be
delivered by the resident directly to the
BSCCA Treasurer:, Bruce Carpenter

March 26, 2013 at 12:01 a.m.

Any Unpaid Fee Assessments are now
officially LATE!!
You now owe $134 which includes the Fee
Assesment, an Interest penalty, and a late
Fee

March 30, 2013

Any delinquent Fee Assesment payments
will be turned over to the BSCCA Attorney.
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BSCCA Trustees and Districts for Fee Assessment Collection

District 1
Meg Taylor
2286 Palmleaf Court
336-9547
District 2
Bonnie Cloyd-Ruff
& Donna Nick

2013 BSCCA
Trustees

District 3
Bruce Carpenter
2315 Littleleaf Lane
799-9371
District 4
Cheri Oster
7280 Mapleleaf Blvd
761-9726
District 5
Joe Chawner
7366 Mapleleaf Blvd
799-2047
District 6
Kathy Pease
2251 Starleaf Lane
799-2251
District 7
Karen Douglas
7425 Silverleaf Ct
889-5363

A Note to the Trustees
All collected fee assessments, along with a
list of names of those fees collected, should
be taken directly to Bruce Carpenter

District 8
Larry Wright
7443 Mapleleaf Ct
766-2213

District 4
Mary Ellen Heldman
7329 Mapleleaf Blvd
766-0903
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Clothes dryer overlooked as potential fire hazard
By Alan Perkins
Numerous appliance products, if not properly installed, used and maintained, can become
fire hazards.
One appliance often overlooked in the home is the clothes dryer.
According to the National Fire Protection Association, in 2010, more than 15,500 home
structure fires were caused by this appliance. And the leading cause of these fires was
failure to clean.
Items such as clothing, dust, fiber, or lint, normally found in a dryer, accounted for 60
percent of the combustible materials first ignited in clothes dryer fires. To avoid a clothes
dryer fire, follow these essential safety precautions:
* Clean the lint filter in the dryer before or after each use because accumulated dust and
lint can be a fire hazard. Do not operate the dryer without the filter. Also, remove
accumulated lint around the drum.
* Make sure that the dryer is plugged into an outlet suitable for its electrical needs as
overloaded electrical outlets can result in blown fuses or tripped circuit breakers.
* Verify that the exhaust vent pipe is not restricted by snow, leaves, or other materials
and the outdoor vent flap will open when the dryer is operating.Rigid or flexible metal
venting material should be used to sustain proper air flow and drying time.
* Do not leave the dryer running if you leave your home because, if it malfunctions, no
one will be there to avert a possible disaster.
* Keep the dryer area clear of combustibles such as boxes and clothing.
* Never dry items that have come in contact with flammable substances such as cooking
oil, gasoline, paint thinner or alcohol. Even after washing, clothing can still contain
residues that can ignite.
* Have your dryer installed and serviced by a professional.
It is important to keep dryers in good working order to avoid problems associated with lack
of maintenance and part failures.
Gas dryers should be occasionally inspected by a professional to ensure that the gas line
and connection are intact and free of leaks.
Source of article:
This Week Dublin Villager
February 14, 2013
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Knowing your plant is key to pruning at proper time
By Kathy Van Mullekom, Daily Press (Newport News, VA)
Pruning is good for a plant — but only if you do it properly and at the right time.
“Know the characteristics of the plants you intend to prune,” says
Jim Orband, a retired agent with the Virginia Cooperative Extension.
“Are they broad-leaved or needled plants? Are they a spring or
summer bloomer?
“A general rule of thumb is to prune a plant directly after it blooms,”
he added. “When a plant is a re-bloomer, as in azaleas or lilacs, or
a continuous bloomer, as in roses, pruning after a flush of blooms
stimulates the plant to continue its blooming habit.”
Pruning isn’t about topping a tree, stubbing back a crape myrtle or
shearing an evergreen, Orband stresses. Proper pruning allows a
plant to pursue its natural growth habit.
Orband offered these pruning tips to keep plants healthy:
• Make sure your tools are clean to avoid spreading disease and that they are sharp to
avoid crushing plant material.
• Cut an inch above the bud and parallel to the bud at a 45-degree angle.
• Leave the branch collar (the point where a branch joins the trunk or branch) when making
a cut.
• Don’t use pruning paint; air best heals a wound.
• Remove rubbing and crossing branches.
• Remove co-dominant leaders, or where a tree has more than one main stem.
• Remove dead, diseased, damaged and dangerous branches.
• Remove water sprouts, shoots that come up from the trunk or branches.
• Remove branches that cross back through the center of the tree.
Source: The Columbus Dispatch, February 10, 2013

St. Patrick’s Day Run
Flannagan’s of Dublin will hold
a 5K St. Patrick’s Day Run on
March 16 starting at 9 a.m.
The route will take the runners
through our neighborhood
(specifically Mapleleaf Blvd
and Heatherfield Ave) on
this day.
Show them the Brookside Colony spirit by
cheering them on! Please be aware traffic
patterns in our neighborhood and along Snouffer
Road will be affected during this event.
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Still a Menacing Threat: The Emerald Ash Borer
The Emerald Ash Borer remains a serious threat to the Ash trees in our community – it has claimed
many of our neighborhood trees – including those that lined
Mapleleaf Blvd, Sunleaf Court, and Heatherfield.
The key to stopping the Emerald Ash Borer infestation is
prevention. Most prevention strategies involve the application
of insecticides between April and June, depending on the
product used. For a complete list of warning
signs and prevention products, see the websites listed below.
Hopefully, with much care and attention, we at Brookside
Colony can keep our neighborhood’s Ash trees safe from the
Adult emerald ash borer
D-shaped exit holes where
Emerald Ash Borer.
* Information about the Emerald Ash Borer infestation can be found at:
www.ashalert.osu.edu, http://www.emeraldashborer.info/index.cfm, and www.ohioagriculture.gov/eab

borers emerge

New Threat to Ohio’s Trees: The Asian Longhorned Beetle
In June 2011, Ohio became the fifth state to find Asian Longhorned
Beetles (ALB). It was first discovered in the United States attacking
maple and horsechestnut trees around New York City in 1996. The pest
was successfully eradicated in Illinois and parts of New Jersey, and it is
currently being controlled in New York and Massachusetts.
The ALB is native to Japan, Korea, and southern China. Experts
believe that the beetle “hitchhiked” to the U.S. during the early 1990's in
solid wood packing or crating materials on a cargo ship arriving from
China.
With no natural enemies exist in the United States, the insect is
extremely destructive to our trees and forests. The beetle prefers maple
trees, but attacks other hardwood trees, including horsechestnut,
buckeye, poplar, willow, elm, birch, London plane tree, sycamore,
mimosa, katsura tree, hackberry, ash, and mountain ash. ALB will not
infest oak or softwoods such as pine or spruce.
Beetles are shiny black with bright white spots and blue tinted legs.
Each adult has a pair of curved, black-and-white striped antennae that
are even longer than the body. The one to one-and-a-half inch-long
adults emerge from trees during May, June, and July. Although ALB can
fly up to 400 yards, they typically do not leave their host tree. In China,
studies show that infestations generally spread less than 1000 feet/year.
Signs of ALB infestation: Large round exit holes with smooth edges,
often oozing sap. Frequently, piles of frass (insect waste and sawdust)
are found at the base of infested trees and in branch crotches. Leaves of
infested trees may also exhibit unseasonable yellowing or drooping.
Because ALB spends about 9 months of the year inside the tree, it is
nearly impossible to kill with insecticides. The only way to control existing
ALB outbreaks is to remove and destroy infested trees. Early detection of
infestations is very important, since it limits the infested area and the
number of trees removed.
For more information: http://www.beetlebusters.info/ohio/resources.html
http://www.agri.ohio.gov/topnews/asianbeetle/
Source: http://ohiodnr.com/DNN/health/asianlonghorned/tabid/5197/Default.aspx
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How To Tell If A Wild Baby Bunny Is An Orphan
So maybe the Easter Bunny left you more than just a
basket full of goodies. Maybe he left a nest full of baby
bunnies in your yard as well. But is he coming back for
them?
In Central Ohio, thousands of orphaned wild baby
animals are taken to the Ohio Wildlife Center’s hospital on
Billingsley Road every year. A majority of these wild babies
are Eastern Cottontail Rabbits.
Many wild infants are mistakenly thought to be orphans
because the parent animal is not in plain sight. Wild parents, such as rabbits, keep a distance
from their young during the day so as not to draw attention to their location. Many rabbit nests
are simply made in a depression in the ground.
Here are some tests to determine if the baby rabbits you’ve found are orphans or not:
 The String Test. Cover the infants with some of the existing nesting material. Lay a few
pieces of string (not thread!) across the nest in a manner that it would have to be disturbed in
order for the mother to get to the infants. If the string is disturbed the following morning, it is safe
to assume the parent has been there.
 The Flour Test. Another method to determine if a mother rabbit is monitoring her young is
to surround the nest with a circle of flour, approximately one to two inches wide. Then check for
tracks the following morning.
Please remember that human intervention should be the last resort for any wild infant. Handrearing may facilitate the immediate survival of an infant animal but may greatly reduce its
potential for long term survival in the wild.
For questions about injured or orphaned animals, you can contact the Ohio Wildlife Center by
phone: 614-793-WILD or by Internet: www.ohiowildlifecenter.org
Adapted from WildPages newsletter of the Ohio Wildlife Center

Who Let The Wildlife In?
What do you do if you have a mother and baby animals in your attic?
Humane Wildlife Solutions can help. This organization is the only non-lethal
animal exclusion service in Central Ohio. They will inspect your home and
provide a humane solution for your wildlife conflict. You can contact them at
614-763-0696.
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Wedding Bells have rung!
Paul and MJ Richards (Mapleleaf Boulevard)
announce the marriage of their son Mike to
Adrienne Plati. The wedding took place in
Haines City, Florida on February 9th.
The newlyweds honeymooned in Ashville,
North Carolina. They will reside in Winter
Haven, Florida.
Congrats to both the newlyweds and
The Richards.

Casino Night Fundraiser for
Dublin Scioto High School Band
Dublin Scioto High School’s music department will hold an
adults-only Luck-O’-The-Irish Casino Night on March 2nd from
6 to 10 p.m. at the Bridgewater Banquet and Conference Center. This event will raise
money for much-needed equipment including a sound system for the Dublin Scioto Band
and Irish Fiddle Fetish. Tickets are $35. There will also be a silent auction at this event
(items still needed). For tickets, contact Jahnavi Murali (Palmleaf Court).

Need a seamstress?
Neighbor Gail Curtis (2310 Palmleaf Court)
is available for any of your sewing needs.
She can also make doll clothes with
matching outfits for little girls.
You can contact her at 792-9758
or stitchesbygail@yahoo.com

This is a great time of year
to beat the rush for
lawnmower maintenance,
for those who aren’t
do-it-yourselfers.

For those planning an outside project this
year, such as building a deck or fence,
please contact a member of the Deed
Restriction Committee (Karen Douglas,
Meg Taylor and/or Bruce Carpenter) to
be sure that your project complies with
the BSCCA Deed Restrictions.
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Trash collection schedule for the City of Columbus
Note: Brookside Colony is on the NAVY rotation
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Updating the Directory
Don’t forget to update your contact information for the 2013 Brookside Colony Directory
that will be printed and distributed this year.

Information for the BSCCA Directory
Name
Address
Phone
E-mail Address

Additional household members

Special Services
Baby sitting, Grass cutting, Snow removal, etc.

Return this information to:
Donna Nick (7411 Palmleaf Lane; dlnick.42@gmail.com)
or Kathy Pease (2251 Starleaf Lane; brooksidealert@yahoo.com)

